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depended on the use of sails and of wheeled vehicles, means
of transport which have been in use for at least five thousand
years, or two thousand years before the beginning of
European history. That culture movements covering vast
areas did in fact take place in prehistoric times is clear
from the researches of archaeologists, who are largely
engaged in tracing types of pots, bronze axes, and other arte-
facts across the length of continents. It is no exaggeration
to say that every excavation of any importance affords
evidence of previously unsuspected cultural relationships
between more or less remote areas. Except where there was
some form of script our knowledge of these relationships is
confined to material objects, but observation of what is
happening to-day shows that there is never any considerable
transmission of material culture without a corresponding
transmission of ideas and beliefs. It is possible, of course,
to transmit objects of iron or glass by mere barter without
any exchange of ideas at all, but impossible to acquire the
arts of iron-working or glass-blowing without a good deal
of social intercourse. No serious student believes that these
arts were invented more than once, and the same applies,
as we shall see later, to many other arts. It is absurd to
suppose that people travelled about Europe, Asia, and
Africa teaching people by signs to work iron, and then
returned to their homeland leaving no other trace of their
presence, yet this is another of the absurdities implicit in
the case for independent invention. It is obviously possible,
one would think, that the people who transmitted the art
of iron-working might at the same time transmit stories or
superstitions connected therewith, yet there are writers
galore who will assure us that such stories and superstitions,
however similar, are never transmitted, but are the product
of the local Yolk5 wherever they are found.

We shall later discuss the Tolk* as inventors; what we must
btere note is that the fact of independent invention has never